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1
st 

Nuneaton (Attleborough) Scouts  
Quarterly Newsletter 
April to June 2019 - Issue 160 
 

For further information please visit our website at www.1stNuneaton.org or our Facebook page. 

Location in Avenue Road. Contact at meeting times 02476341625. 

 

Forthcoming Events 
DISTRICT/COUNTY TEAM EVENTS are for selected members only) 

DISTRICT/COUNTY EVENTS are for all members within a named Section. If no Section is named then the 

event is open to all members.. 

 

April  10
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

  28
th
   St. George's Day Parade   DISTRICT 

  29
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

May    8
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

 10-12
th
   District Camp at Willesley   DISTRICT 

  27
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

June    7
th  

Annual General Meeting    HQ 7.00 pm 

  12
th
   Group Committee meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

  24
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

July  10
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

  13
th
   Beaver Sports Day    DISTRICT 

  29
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

 

 

 
 

GSL’s Report 
 
 

Spring has officially sprung! 

By the time you read this Gang show will have happened, Scouts and Explorers will be back from Winter 

camp, we'll all be booked onto District Camp at Willesley, looking forward to so many great things. 

But this is all tinged with sadness, many of you will have noted that we have been flying our flag at half mast, 

This is as a mark of respect for the family of Jodie Chesney. 

Jodie a 17 year old Explorer Scout from Romford, as you may know , was a totally innocent victim in a 

stabbing incident. 

I'm not a political person, and this is not the place for politics,  but I feel that how we interact with our young 

people, is hugely influential on the society we are creating, and that is a huge reason so many of my team 

give up their time. 

The opportunities, the sense of belonging, the support and education we provide to our young people, will 

hopefully help to create a better society for all of us. 

Many thanks for your support. 

Mick Judd, Group Scout Leader (Baloo). 
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News Items 
 

 

 News from the Sections 

 
 

MONDAY BEAVERS 

Our last term at Monday Beavers has been an amazing one – very busy as always and full of adventure, 

learning and fun! 

We awarded a total of 74 badges at our end of term ceremony in December – well done and congratulations 

to all our children for achieving Builder Activity, Disability Awareness, Creative Activity, Nights Away and 

Hobbies badges – great achievement and we all loved doing them together. 

We have welcomed (since the last update) 10 new Beavers - William, Jacob, Joseph, Harrison, Calum, Seth, 

Charlie, Rohan, Joshua  and George – we love having you with us!  We‟ve said goodbye to Lucas, Freddie, 

Harry, Luca and Jacob, who have moved onto Cubs and are enjoying it immensely – we‟re so proud of them 

all and hope they love being part of Cubs as much as they did Beavers. 

We‟ve also been very lucky to have Ruby join us on Monday nights – she is helping us out as part of her DoE 

and has been a fantastic addition to our team – huge thanks and we hope she enjoys our Monday meetings 

as much as we enjoy having her be part of them! 

At Monday Beavers, it never gets dull… we‟ve continued working on more new badges, had some amazing 

adventures, played new games, faced new challenges,  learned valuable skills and have enjoyed visits out of 

HQ and visits from some really special people into HQ. 

This quarter, we‟re working on our Safety Activity, Navigator Activity, Reader Activity and doing some 

personal, world and community challenge badge work. It‟s all fun learning and we‟ve managed to squeeze in 

time to do even more than that..! 

We‟ve had a visit to Tiny Town which was amazing – everyone ( including the leaders !) enjoyed the role play 

at the mini Police Station, Fire Station, Hair salon, supermarket, garage, theatre, hospital and much more – 

the children and the leaders were put in jail, checked out groceries, responded to a fire call and even had our 

hair done..!!! 
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We‟ve had a visit from two police officers who taught us about safety and the important work that they do in 

our community to keep us all safe – having the opportunity to get into the Police car with the flashing lights 

and radios was brilliant! 

We celebrated Chinese New Year as part of our World Challenge with a chopsticks challenge, a chance to 

taste some Chinese food ,and we made origami pigs to mark the year of the pig. 

We‟ve made our very own compasses, learned about map reading and co-ordinates and are looking forward 

to completing our Navigator badge with an adventure out to follow a map and reach a destination! 

We had a great time celebrating Pancake Day ( messy, fun and delicious – but there is no better excuse to 

have chocolate, strawberries, maple syrup and sprinkles, is there ?!!) 

We have had an amazing trip to the Fire station (first for Monday Beavers) and learned everything we need to 

about fire safety, fire drills and what to do if a fire emergency happens.  Who knew that our Beavers could aim 

the water hoses SO high when they got the opportunity to be „firemen‟… It was fantastic and despite getting a 

bit wet, we absolutely loved it (it was very loud though – especially when a genuine „shout‟ came in!!).  Huge 

thanks to the Nuneaton Fire fighters who took time out to let us see the fire engines, the equipment and let Tic 

Tac get dressed up in a proper fire fighters uniform –very heavy and very big but a great source of 

amusement to our Beavers !! 

We had great news from the competition for the Scouts Take over Day with the WASPS at 

Ricoh stadium – huge well done to William and Ryan for their amazing badge design 

entries.  Ryan was a runner up and got to be a mascot on the day – we had a brilliant time 

and it was great to see some of our Beavers there at the Fun Village enjoying the archery, 

cross bow challenge and other activities.  (TicTac also got to see her first ever rugby match 

and loved it - special thanks to Mick ( Baloo) and Gillian ( Tigga ) for explaining the rules !!) 

 

So, as ever, there is lots going on at Monday Beavers - and much more to come as we look forward to the 

Spring and Summer terms – more badges, more adventures, camps, quizzes, new challenges, more creative 

crafts, a circus themed sleepover and most importantly, more fun !! 

A huge thank you as ever for the support we have from parents – we couldn‟t do it without you and we‟re 

always here to help with any questions.  Just ask us anytime! 

Very best wishes 

 

Baloo, Tic Tac, Malak and Chip 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY BEAVERS 
 

We started the new year with a visit to Abbey Theatre to see Sleeping Beauty.  It was a great afternoon and 

we all enjoyed the show.  Sadly Ringtail got a bit of a soaking due to a school friend with a large water pistol 

who was in the performance! As you can image the Beavers were disappointed that they stayed dry!! Thank 

you to our Distict Beaver leader for organising it. 

We have done the Cooks badge and have made left over veggie burgers and smoothies.  The Beavers learnt 

how to eat healthly and about how to stay safe in the kitchen.   
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The Beavers have completed their Experiment badge and really enjoyed making volcanos, learning why oil 

and water don‟t mix, M and Ms, dancing raisins and what cleans coins best.  

 

Chinese New Year was celebrated with chinese food, games and we did writing in chinese.  On St. Davids 

day we combined it with world book day and made welsh themed book marks and talked about who St. David 

was.  Pancake day was celebrated by eating pancakes and pancake games. 

We are finishing the quarter with our space badge and are investigating constellations. 

Gang show starts this week and I would like wish our to Beavers who are in the Mini Gang Good luck and we 

will see you all Saturday. 

Yours in Scouting 

Keeo, Tiga, Piglet,  Eeyore, Sarah, Ringtail and Chip 

 
 

ROWALLAN PACK (MONDAY CUBS) 

 

Wow those 3 months have passed quickly!  Our Pack has increased in size which is great to see. We have 

welcomed Jenson from Friday Cubs , Amelia, Ben and Charlie who are new to Scouting and seen Luca, Harry 

and Jacob swim up the river from Beavers. We have invested Luke and Eve, too. So, to help us get to know 

everyone we have focused on ice breakers, team games and friendship.  

The balloon challenge proved to be a fun night with two teams making a chair from balloons - great until Akela 

tested them out for comfort and burst them all! After learning how to identify our feathered friends and making 

feeders, we took part again this year in RSPB Birdwatcher weekend. We celebrated Chinese New Year by 

making some New Year plaques and tasting food - chicken chow mien was very popular, but noodles are so 

on trend.  

Trying out new activities - A super night at Ten Pin Bowling with quite a few Strikes and high scores. Cubs set 

a good example out in the community. We invested Harry and Luca there, too. 

Soft Archery and crossbows at the HQ after taking these to Wasps Rugby Scouts takeover. Kian and Jenson 

really enjoyed the day and even got to help with the flags on the pitch before the game - Well done� 

Badge focus was on Our World and Environment :on recycling. Ella spoke with the Cubs and arranged to set 

up a Crisp packet collection to be recycled. The collection box for clean empty packets is housed at HQ- all 

donations gratefully received.  
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We looked at countries in the Commonwealth, when it was set up and why. Cubs also listed 5 books they had 

read and shared reviews with us all.  

Two of our Cubs have worked really hard over the past two and a half years towards their badges, achieving 

Chief Scout Silver award just before moving up to Scouts. A fantastic achievement! (At time of writing hadn‟t 

yet been awarded so not named) 

To end the term we are off to see the Gang Show - perhaps next year we may have some Cubs joining the 

gang and performing on stage.  

Getting really excited about the District camp and shall over the coming term focus on essential camping 

skills.  

 

Akela, Bagheera, Chill, Kaa and Sam  

 

 

 

WALSH PACK (THURSDAY CUBS) 

 

This quarter we have a massive Bravo  to the four Cubs who have achieved their Chief  Scout Silver awards. 

They are Jake, Daniel and Joseph  who were presented their awards by ADC Cubs and to Krystal who was 

presented by Akela.  Very proud of this group of Cubs who worked very hard to complete it in time for them to 

move onto Scouts. We would like to wish them the very best in Scouts. 

 

       

 

 

 

.     

 

 

 

 

We have also invested Isabelle, Freddie, Lucas and Max.  A warm welcome to 

you. 
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We kicked the new year off with Trading Post.  What great evening as the Cubs had to chose how they spent 

their currency (pasta twists) and to see how much they could earn by investing.  As little as 2 pieces could buy 

a balloon and earn 5  to blow it up. It was a very interesting and successful evening.  Maggie earned most 

currency by making a cup of tea which earned 50 pieces.   

We have been looking at Hinduism and the Festival of Colour  (Holi) which is celebrated with a large street 

party and the use of lots of coloured Holi powder.  We looked at the Gods who are celebrated and the food 

that might be eaten.  We then looked at the story behind the festival.  We finished this by having our own 

celebration with lots of coloured Holi Powder.   All Cubs and a couple of Parents  went home  very mucky and 

very happy having entered into the true spirit of the celebration. 

We completed the Navigator 1 before attending the Cub Activity day at 1
st
 Bulkington  and completed the 

Navigator 2 Staged badge,  The hike was hard work as it was really muddy,  but the activities included 

compass points, tracking signs, grid references and much more.  A good day was had by all. 

Other activities included pancake making and eating, along with pancake races and we also had a Cub Forum 

with some really interesting activities asked for. We look forward to fitting some of them in the summer 

programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Akela and the Walsh pack team. 
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SOMERS PACK (FRIDAY CUBS) 

 

Back after the Christmas break to start a busy fun filled term. We started with the Astronomers badge. This 

was done over a 2 week period. Mike brought in his planetarium light to show us the night sky. It was a shame 

we couldn‟t look outside as visibility was not good. The cubs then picked out 3 of their favourite constellations 

to decorate biscuits. They didn‟t last long enough to take home. 

We held a circus skills evening. Thanks to Mick Judd for helping . Mike did his usual feat of daring juggling 

with knives (not sharp enough to cut anything) but looked impressive. The Cubs learnt how to spin plates, and 

tried their hand at juggling with balls, beanbags, hoops and silks (no they were not allowed to try juggling with 

the knives) they also tried out with the Diablo. Mike made it look so easy. 

After the skills night we had a night of problem solving getting the Cubs to work as a team to try and solve the 

tasks within the rules set and using the equipment provided. How do you pick up a water container from a 

table that you‟re not allowed to go anywhere near? Using a selection of random items like wooden poles 

paddles and rope the cubs came up with some good ideas unfortunately they didn‟t work that well. 

How to you move a chicken, fox and corn across the river without losing any of them. After much discussion 

the Cubs managed to complete this task. It was a good night and it helped a lot with team building and getting 

the Cubs to think  

We then had an evening of knots and lashings in readiness for them to build their own working crane. They 

designed what they wanted to build and will be attempting to make this in the next week or so 

Next we are then going to concentrate on the Navigator badge 

 

Somers Pack Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY SCOUTS 

Less than a week back from Winter Camp and I am sitting here writing this 

newsletter reflecting on what a great quarter the Troop has had.  

The start of the year saw the Scouts take on their personal challenge 

badge. This entailed them agreeing a personal challenge for them to 

complete during this first quarter. This could be a new skill to them or 

showing progress in an existing skill.  We saw challenges ranging from 

helping around the house, baking Lemon Cake for the Troop (thank you 

Conell it was lovely), building furniture, completing models  - the list goes 

on.  All the challenges had to be independently verified.  

Over the quarter we have also completed the “Master at Arms” badge with 

the troop taking part in air rifles as well as making crossbows from pencil‟s 

and elastic bands. You can follow the YouTube link if you fancy trying it out 

for yourself. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQbZ7abvYaE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQbZ7abvYaE
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For some reason Pancake Day always falls on a Tuesday 😉 and guess what 

the same happened this year who would have thought it. So, in best traditions 

the Scouts joined by the Explorers made, cook and ate Pancakes like most of 

the other Sections during that week. However ,one leader did comment how 

good it was to see the progress from each Section having seen the Beavers 

eat pancakes, the Cubs decorate and eat pancakes and then Scouts making, 

decorating and eating then. 

 

 

I couldn‟t end this newsletter without writing 

something about our fantastic winter camp 

organised primarily by Chief, (Tom) the 

Wednesday Scout Leader. The weekend was a 

raging successwith all the Scouts totally enjoying 

themselves. Hopefully parents of the Scouts won‟t 

have stopped hearing about it. We need to say a 

big thank you to the Explorers who organised and 

catered for the weekend as well. Everyone 

seemed to enjoy the meals and no one complained 

about being hungry.  

Since returning from camp we have continued the theme with an evening of Campsite layout planning.  

The troop has welcomed new members: Ewan, Joshua and Brandon. 

Tuesday Scouts Leaders 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY SCOUTS 

This term Wednesday scouts have been incredibly busy - investing new members, refining our roles within 
Patrols and developing our Team Leadership Skills within unique experiences. 

This term we focussed on the Team Leader Challenge Award, with 
many of the activities within the programme aimed at improving 
confidence within the Scouts at managing a team and improving 
aspects of leadership such as supporting younger members and 
offering help to those who need it. At the start of term we held a 
Troop forum in which we had a Scout volunteer as Troop 
Quartermaster and voted on the equipment they would like to see 
within the Troop. 
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In January, we worked towards the Digital Citizen Stage 3 Badge. After watching 
some videos and learning technical terms, the Scouts discussed aspects of Online 
Safety and measures they can all take to remain safe in an increasingly Online 
World. 

 

 

 

At the Snowdome in Tamworth, the Scouts dressed 
warm for an Ice skating session. Although many were a 
bit unsteady on their feet, they were all gliding around 
the ice rink in no time and many even attempted the long 
route around the perimeter – a few parents even joined 
in the fun! 

 

 

 

The leaders were particularly impressed with how engaged 
the Scouts were in working as a team with problem solving 
skills such as the Zoo Challenge, in which the Scouts worked 
together to arrange zoo animals within specific enclosures 
with a limited amount of communication between them. Still 
to come is the Nuneaton Gangshow 2019, Rifle Shooting 
Evening at the Jaguar Rifle Club‟s range and a large Troop 
Quiz evening. We will end the term with badge and award 
presentations. The Scouts have already expressed an 
interest in what they would like to do next year, which will be 
worked into the term‟s programme – watch this space! 

 

This term Winter Camp was held at Alfrey Activity 

Centre, Broadwater. Activities ranged from Rock 

Climbing to Go Karting; Tin Gardens to Gladiator 

Duels; Obstacle Courses to Camp Fires. On behalf of 

the Group, we would like thank all of the Scouts that 

attended – the patrol competition was incredibly close 

due to the fact that we could not fault anyone‟s 

behaviour over the entire weekend. All Scouts and 

Explorers were polite and involved in all of the 

activities.  

 

Wednesday Scouts Leaders 

. 
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EXPLORERS 

 

Hi All 

The start of the year is now a distant memory but as it fell on a Tuesday we didn‟t hold an Explorer meeting so 

our first week back after Christmas was on the 8
th
.  We decided to go back to basics with map reading and 

covered stage 1 of the Navigator badge – Stage 2 and possibly Stage 3 to come this quarter.  We had our 

own quiz night to get in the mood for the District Quiz but it didn‟t work very well.  The questions at the District 

quiz were much harder.  Unbeknown to Barbara, when we were planning this quarter‟s programme, Mick had 

booked the „holiday of a lifetime‟ in Iceland covering two weeks in February so we joined in with the Scouts 

and one of the weeks was spent Air Rifle shooting.  Half term week gave us a break from Scouting but, on 

returning the following week, we got down to coming up with ideas for our Unit identity.  These are not fully 

finalised but „watch this space‟. 

 

As the Explorers were joining the Scouts for a weekend away at Broadwater Alfrey Activity Centre, some of 

the unit expressed an interest in doing the catering for the weekend, towards their Chef Badge.  Bex, Ewan 

and Ben all planned the menu, did the shopping and assisted with the cooking, helped by the other unit 

members present at the camp.  The night that they did the planning, the rest of the unit made large biscuits.  

They were supposed to be Victoria Sponges, but they used a wooden spoon to put the flour in and so lost all 

the air that they had put in at the start.  They still tasted good though.   

Another district event that replaced our regular meeting night was the Sewing Bee.  Bex represented the unit 

all by herself and teamed up with Wolvey to create a very impressive „hippy chick‟ outfit.   

We have now planned the programme for the next quarter and will report in the next newsletter.  By the time 

you read this the Explorers will have run a wide game for the Scouts in the dark so I hope we don‟t lose 

anyone! 

We have welcomed a new member to the Unit in the form of a new leader.  Kerrie has joined us to assist 

Barbara with the organisation of events and some of the admin as well as being another leader when Scouts 

don‟t meet so Explorers doesn‟t have to close. 

The Explorer Unit 


