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1
st 

Nuneaton (Attleborough) Scouts  
Quarterly Newsletter 
October to December 2018 - Issue 158 
 

For further information please visit our website at www.1stNuneaton.org or our Facebook page. 

Location in Avenue Road. Contact at meeting times 02476341625. 

 

Forthcoming Events 
DISTRICT/COUNTY TEAM EVENTS are for selected members only) 

DISTRICT/COUNTY EVENTS are for all members within a named Section. If no Section is named then the 

event is open to all members.. 

 

October 10
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm  

 22
nd

 
  

Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

November   5
th
   Bonfire Night     HQ 6.00 pm 

 14
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

 26
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

December 12
th  

Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

January    9
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

 28
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

 

 
 

GSL’s Report 
 
 

Well that was a warm summer and didn't we have some fun? Planning is going on behind the scenes for next 

year's big activities possibly even a trip abroad... more to follow. 

The change over to paying subs monthly via direct debit has gone brilliantly, saving a huge amount of time 

and effort for Dennis and the leader team. A huge thank you to Dennis for all of his hard work on that project, 

please be aware as this is managed by Section via GoCardless. We do need you to set up a new direct debit 

when your child moves Section. 

We are now well ahead with our planning for our firework night celebrations for November 5
th
. The evening 

starts at 6.15pm with the judging of the Guy Fawkes followed by lighting at 6.30pm and the firework display 

starting at 7.00pm, licensed bar, awesome hotdogs, fantastic faggots and peas, hot drinks. All this and entry is 

free!!!! Well, we ask for donations to cover the cost of the fireworks (£500 last year) all in all, a brilliant night. 

As usual we will have charity stalls indoors fundraising for various different causes. If you would like to run a 

stall please contact Mick for details.  

Remembrance day parade will take place this year on the 11th November, especially poignant as it is the 

100th anniversary of the end of the First World War. All sections are allowed to parade, BUT, Beavers must 

be accompanied by an adult who must be responsible for them in the park. Full smart uniform but dressed 

appropriately for the weather as it can get bitterly cold. 

Leader shortages. We do need to recruit extra leaders to help run all Sections. We do not have special 

powers nor are we superhuman, but we would love to have a few more leaders and helpers on board, to help 

run your children's activities.  
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Autumn is now on us, but as I write this we still have warm late September weather, but the evenings are now 

well and truly drawing in. So I end this piece with my usual appeal for parents to make sure we send our 

young people appropriately dressed for going out, including coats with names in (They are expensive). 

 Please bring them into the building, checking that it is okay to leave them. We have had occasions when 

leaders, like parents, get held up in traffic and we are not allowed to operate with only one adult. 

Many thanks for your support, 

 

Mick Judd, Group Scout Leader (Baloo). 

 

News Items 

 

 

 News from the Sections 

 
 

MONDAY BEAVERS 

 

Another fun filled and activity packed few months have flown by for our Monday Beavers !  There’s never a 

dull moment – as usual, we’ve been learning new things, playing new games, taking part in lots of activities 

and we’ve had lots of fun doing it ! 

In July we awarded a whopping total of 67 badges to  Monday Beavers – our Camp Craft, Gardening Activity 

and Digital Citizen badges, plus some joining in, nights away, time on the water and moving up awards -  

proudly rewarding our Beavers for all the hard work they put into achieving them.   

We ended July with a trip to Funtastic in Attleborough – great fun was had by all ! 

Following on from Mr Quinner running our digital citizens badge last quarter, Mr Ballard and coach Mike from 

Nuns RFC came down to run a fitness session , thank you Dad’s, It was brilliant.  

Over the summer months we undertook various games and activities – we had a great night learning how to 

safely use and have fun with mini bows and arrows,  we went on a nature trail and collected various objects in 

the nature challenge, we  cooked up a storm with sausages, marshmallows and chocolate, we had a blind 

taste testing with some new and different foods and we completed blindfolded trials to name a few.  All great 

fun and a brilliant way to spend the school holidays. 

We’re now looking forward to our program from September to December and working on more new staged 

and challenge badges, trying out even more new activities and going to the Sea Life Centre for a sleepover ! 

With our very best wishes 

( Mick), Tic Tac ( Viv ),  Chip ( Alex)& Malak ( Julie) 
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FRIDAY BEAVERS 
 

Hi all we have had a really great summer,  

We kicked off our summer holidays with a water fight with everyone getting very wet, we played water team 

games and then ended up with Keeo getting everyone wet with the hose. 

We have been learning about fires, Skip showed the Beavers how to light a fire with a battery and then we all 

cooked smores. 

To run alongside our trip to Twycross Zoo we did the Global badge where we did 

water filtering, looked at recycling, learnt about endangered animals and had a 

trip to the co-op in Attleborough to find and learn about fair trade.  Thanks to the 

staff at the Co-op for all there help, who made us feel very welcome. 

 

 

Back to school and back to full uniform.  Beavers all turned up looking smart for their first week back of the 

Autumn term.  The Beavers did crossbows. We have many talented Beavers who had very good aim. 

Due to Kayaking being cancelled earlier in the summer, we finally got our chance 

to go last week.  Everyone stayed dry except for Keeo as she got very wet by 

one very surprised Dad who launched her(don’t worry all is forgiven). We did an 

investiture and presented a Bronze Beaver a very proud moment for us all. 

 

 

We have got lots planned for the Autumn, 2 sleepovers 1 to conkers and the other to the Sea life centre, 

District campfire and a trip to the Mayors Parlour. 

We are saying goodbye to 2 Beavers who are swimming up the dam to Cubs, we wish all the best on this next 

journey. 

See you all soon 

 

Keeo, Tiga, Piglet, Eeyore, Ringtail, Chip and Chatter 

 

ROWALLAN PACK (MONDAY CUBS) 

What a fantastic Summer. The weather meant we could get outside in the fresh air lots! 

We started off on a trek around Hartshill Hayes, learning tracking signs, hiding Isla stones which we had made 

and Felix even found a SpongeBob SquarePants stone. This evening included work on map reader, outdoors, 

adventure and hikes badge work - phew 

 

Special thanks to Baloo for running Air Rifles which ,for many of the Cubs, was their first try - some great 

shots landed right on target.    

 

With James, Sydnie and Rogan coming to Cubs on their bikes, we decided it best to visit Safety out on our 

roads, which included work on our Cyclists badge. Cubs can now change a tyre with or without a puncture, oil 
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necessary bike parts and understand the need for the correct clothing and equipment to be seen in the dark 

too. Thanks to Al and Kaa for their tips and guidance.  

 

Team working involved us trying new sports like indoor hockey, cricket, badminton and ten pin bowling.  

A favourite with all of the Cubs though was getting creative with marshmallows and craft sticks, making our 

very own Dippy the Dinosaur 3D models. Hope some of you were lucky enough to see him on his tour stop off 

in Birmingham.  

 

During an evening spent on the lakes kayaking, we had the pleasure of Investing Jack into Scouting. This 

quarter we also invested Kian, have seen Matthew move up to Scouts and welcomed Katie from Brownies, 

Joshua and Oliver from Beavers.  

 

Looking forward to a visit to meet some very brave Firefighters, welcoming Tigger who is going to show us 

how to make paracord bracelets. Plus working on lots more badges.  

 

Don't forget it's Gang Show registration end of September. Come and join us on the stage.   

 

Akela, Bagheera, Chill, Kaa and Sam  

 

 

WALSH PACK (THURSDAY CUBS) 

 

We have had a busy summer, welcoming Poppy and Sam into our pack and saying a sad farewell to Krystal 

who has moved to Wednesday Scouts.   Congratulations to Maggie and Megan who have gained their 1 year 

joining in awards.  A “Bravo”  to Isaac who competed in the Cub fishing competition and came in 3
rd

. 

We have explored the Digital world for our Digital Citizen and Digital Maker badges.   We had so many lovely 

presentations from the Cubs from dinosaurs to fast cars. The task was to produce a  presentation of their 

favourite subjects.  The results were amazing and the Cubs really surprised us with the quality of their work. 

We have also covered the Backwoods Cooking badge, fire lighting, finally after being rained off the week 

before and cooking some yummy jaffa cake toast in the embers.   The smores also went down very well.   We 

had to practice pitching and putting away tents inside as again we were rained off.  We all learned something 

new.   We have covered the Athletics badge and the importance of warming up and having fun. 

We are hoping to finish off the Local Knowledge badge with a visit from Mike's, Ella, who talked about old 

Attleborough,.  We finished the meeting with some old fashioned skipping and all the Cubs loved it! 

     

 

 

Akela and the Walsh pack team. 
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SOMERS PACK (FRIDAY CUBS) 

 

During the holidays we had a variety of activities  

For two weeks we held a Trading post To try and teach them the value of money and what happens if you 

don’t spend wisely, take loans and don’t pay your debt (we called it "If you can’t pay we’ll take it away") 

The cubs really enjoyed the challenges set wiring a plug which is not easy when you have to buy everything to 

do the task. 

It was a hard concept to understand especially when Aaron kept changing the price of things or wanting ad 

hoc payments 

 Cubs have also done some archery and other evenings doing team games 

They also learned about how to look after their bodies to try and prevent hurting backs, shoulders, knees etc  

Thanks to Kerrie Buxton for giving up her evening  

 

Somers Pack Leaders 

 

TUESDAY SCOUTS 

Can you believe that only 2 months ago we were enjoying temperatures in the late 20’s, Once again the time 

has flown by. Speaking of flying by, at the start of the quarter we were lucky enough to be invited by the 

Explorers to join them as their invited guest with owls.  The owls made themselves at home flying around the 

HQ and perching on tables, the drum and basketball net as well as using the HQ floor as their toilet. We did 

clean it up! Each of the Scouts, who wanted too, all got a go at having an owl land on their hand whilst 

wearing a protective glove.  

 

 

The start of the summer also saw the end of the football world cup. Given that England 

seemed to do well, we had an evening centred around football, including having the 

England game on the big screen via the projector.  The evening ended with England 

winning on penalties 4 vs 3 against Columbia and some of us not getting home from 

Scouts until late. 

 

 

As it was the school summer holidays during this quarter we tend to have a more relaxed 

and fluid programme.  We did however manage to have a night of soft-archery, 2 nights 

of fires including cooking, making throw arrows as well as others things. 
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Back from the summer break and with the Scouts returning back to school the programme continues. The 

Explorers wanted to run a games night for the Scouts which gave the Scout leaders the opportunity to carry 

out some repairs on some tents which had been left for a while. Joining the Explorers for another night the two 

Sections got together to try out the local takeaways in a takeaway survey. The consensus was the Jim’s 

offered the best value for money.  

The troop said goodbye to Harry and Thomas as well as Reece and Durlav who have moved up to Explorers 

so we still get to see them. We also said good luck to Matthew who is leaving us for university in York. 

Matthew has officially been with the group still the age of 6, unofficially since before he was born being the 

son of Skip (George) and Keeo (Anya).  

Tuesday Scouts Leaders 

WEDNESDAY SCOUTS 

 

We hope everyone had a great summer, whether you went away and enjoyed the weather elsewhere or 

stayed in the UK and experienced the month-long heatwave we encountered. 

 

With so many Scouts away over the summer holidays, we set up a summer programme. Scouts enjoyed 

summer games and a scavenger hunt around Riversley park, looking for types of leaves, items beginning with 

"b" and something cold to name but a few. We then got the parachute out and played a few games, which 

became quite interesting when the Scouts had to navigate their way around it. There was a range of success. 

During the summer games night, Scouts enjoyed an evening of traditional Scout games and team-building 

exercises and of course some football.  

 

As the Scouts head back to school and the winter nights start to draw in, we have lots of badge work including 

pioneering, navigation, first aid and fire safety planned to increase the Scouts knowledge in a wide variety of 

areas. However, with the exciting events of Halloween, Bonfire night and Christmas coming up, there are craft 

nights and themed nights to look forward to too. We also have Warhammer painting and rock climbing in the 

programme next term, so we look forward to seeing for a term packed with exciting activities! 

Wednesday Scouts Leaders 

. 
EXPLORERS 

Phew – That was a hot one!  It didn’t stop us lighting fires and cooking on them though.  Part of learning 

survival skills.  We even had a go at cooking ration packs on them. 

 

Our map reading skills were put to the test on a day out in the Malvern Hills in July ably assisted by the 

Assistant County Commissioner for Activities.  He also came to the HQ a few weeks later and went through 

everything that you would need for a backpacking expedition and gave lots of hints and tips on lightening the 

load, on the pocket as well as in the rucksack! 

 

Another visitor to our Unit meeting (we had the Scouts join us for this one) was a lady from Sutton Cheyney 

who brought along three owls and had them flying around the room.  There was a little owl, a tawny owl and 

a barn owl.  They got progressively quieter in flight and noisier in vocality. All of the members got to hold at 

least one of the owls if they wanted to. 

 

Another joint meeting with the Scouts was one where the Explorers planned and ran a games night.  This was 

a successful evening with ‘Cockroaches’ being the most popular. 
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More recently we have been covering map reading skills in the dark in the local area and intend to follow this 

up with a hike a bit further afield.   

 

There has been a flurry of District and County activities recently one of which was the annual fishing 

competition.  We had one member, Ben, not only take part in this but win it with over 20lbs of fish in his keep 

net.  Well done Ben. 

 

We have recently welcomed three new members into the unit, Reece and Durlav have come up from Tuesday 

Scouts and Rachel who is the sister of one of the current members.  I hope you all have a good time with us 

and we will get you invested soon. 

 

The Explorer Unit 

 


