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1
st 

Nuneaton (Attleborough) Scouts  
Quarterly Newsletter 
July to September 2018 - Issue 157 
 

For further information please visit our website at www.1stNuneaton.org or our Facebook page. 

Location in Avenue Road. Contact at meeting times 02476341625. 

 

Forthcoming Events 
DISTRICT/COUNTY TEAM EVENTS are for selected members only) 

DISTRICT/COUNTY EVENTS are for all members within a named Section. If no Section is named then the 

event is open to all members.. 

 

July 11
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm  

 30
th  

Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

August   8
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

 27
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

September 12
th  

Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

 24
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

October  10
th
   Group Committee Meeting   HQ 7.15 pm 

 29
th
   Leaders Meeting    HQ 7.15 pm 

 

 
 

GSL’s Report 
 
 

Carnival...wow how fantastic was that? 53 young people took part on the day plus parent and leader helpers, 

almost every section contributed from colouring in animals to painting scenery and explorers designing and 

cutting out the large wild animals, special thanks to Daz and Viv for all their work organising... next years 

theme is back to the 80's (I didn't know they'd ended)  

Splash weekend is looming large 11th and 12th August, cost free for the day activities, evening barbeque 

donations appreciated, overnight camping available for accompanied children...I will have to DBS clear any 

adults staying over with us. As this can take up to six weeks, please let me know asap. 

Get in was a huge success, hope you all enjoyed it, what was your favourite bit? Mine was the fireworks 

display, thanks again to all the leaders and volunteers for making it happen, I've had reports of people taking 3 

or 4 days to get over it, and that is just Cubs. 

Like every other organisation, we have had to comply with the new GDPR legislation, a huge thank you to 

Dennis and Barbara for all their work, preparing and auditing our information and records.  

Summer holidays, each section will be closing at varying times over the summer due to leader shortages and 

demand. It actually gets quite disheartening as a leader, when only 2 or 3 turn up when you have given up 

your evening. So each section will publish their closures, these will be on the notice board in the hall and I will 

keep these posted on the Group Website and Facebook pages. 

Have a great summer, 

 

Mick Judd, Group Scout Leader (Baloo). 
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News Items 
 

 

 News from the Sections 

 
 

MONDAY BEAVERS 

 

What Have We Been Doing ? 

Time flies at Monday Beavers  and we have been our usual very busy colony since our last update in March - 

As ever, we‟ve been learning, playing, crafting and having lots of fun ! 

At Easter we made chocolate birds nest – lots of very messy but delicious fun and since our last update we 

have successfully completed our Animal Friend and Health and Fitness badges which we awarded at the end 

of March.  Well done everyone ! 

We‟ve officially invested, Freddie (Jones), Noah and Ryan as well as our new leader Julie – who is now 

known as „Malak‟.  Huge official welcome to you all. 

We‟re still expanding and have two new members – Kaiden and James, who we hope to invest in the next few 

weeks. 

As we promised in our last newsletter, we‟ve been working on our Gardner Activity, Camp Craft and Digital 

Citizen Badges – all of which have involved lots of fun, games and interesting activities. 

We‟ve learned an awful lot about gardening and visited Malak‟s dad‟s allotment ( Huge thanks to Ralph for 

hosting us so well and teaching us so much about gardening, plants, fruit, vegetables and all the different 

types of gardening tools we need to be expert growers !).  We all had a great time ! 

We‟ve planted sunflowers, broad beans, strawberries, tomatoes, spinach and peas – all of which are coming 

on nicely.  Thank you everyone for all the pictures of how our sunflowers and broad beans are doing – some 

are already HUGE and we are looking forward to seeing the outcome of our sunflower completion in July ! 

We‟ve learned about the four different seasons and had a great time finding out about all different types of 

trees, matching leaves with them and ending with some fantastic art work representing trees across all four 

seasons. 

For our Camp Craft badge, we‟ve been learning how to build campfires safely and have enjoyed some 

delicious sausages and marshmallows which we cooked over our campfire.  We can put up tents, tie reef 

knots and will be building some towers over the next few weeks.   

Our digital Citizen badge is the last one on our programme before Summer and we are delighted (and very 

grateful) to have Chris Quinney ( Freddie‟s dad) on board to help us learn all about using computers safely, 

the internet and making up some fun on line story boards of our own.  It‟s going to be lots of fun with some 

great games already planned to help us along the way ! 

PHEW !!! 

As if all of that wasn‟t enough, we‟ve also been very busy taking part in the St George‟s Day parade in April 

and our Beavers had the opportunity to be part of this year‟s fabulous „GET IN‟ camp at Bramcote Barracks in 

May where the fun and activities were amazing.  It was a great weekend with plenty of sunshine and everyone 

enjoyed it. 
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Then of course we‟ve just had our Carnival entry.  Our Group‟s entry was „Deadly 60‟ and our Monday 

Beavers did their bit by helping to paint lots of deadly jungle and sea critters to put on our float.  The judges 

were clearly impressed with our array of very colourful spiders, scorpions, snakes, sharks, frogs and piranha 

fish – as well as our costumes because we won 3
rd

 prize with 2
nd

 prize for our walking group.  Well done to 

everyone and thank you for all the hard work and brilliant artwork that went into it ! 

We held our AGM on Thursday 14
th
 June – thank you to everyone who supported it and we give HUGE 

congratulations and a very well deserved well done to George, who won our Monday Beaver of the Year 

award  - Great work George ! 

So what’s next…? 

Coming up in July will be our badge presentation night with lots of fun and games planned (parents – we will 

communicate in the usual way nearer the time) and then we will be starting the Summer with a new program 

with more new badges being worked on.  Watch this space for details soon ! 

Splash camp 2018 is coming up in August – more details will be sent out shortly. 

As ever, huge thanks to all our parents for your continued support and help – we really do appreciate it ! 

Any questions – just ask us. 

With our very best wishes 

 

Baloo ( Mick), Tic Tac ( Viv ) & Chip ( Alex) 

 

FRIDAY BEAVERS 
 

Beavers started off the quarter by attending St George‟s 

day. They paraded to the Civic Hall where they had a 

service and presentations.  Well done to all our Beavers 

who attended. Prior to this day the Beavers learnt about St 

George, made swords and Battled on space hoppers..                     

        

   

 

Air Activities and Builder were just 2 badges the Beavers did 

this quarter. The Beavers designed and built Junk model 

airplanes, other badges included Photographer where they 

took photos and learnt about cameras, made sensory bottles 

towards their Experiment badge, First Aid, gardening where 

they grew cress, Faith badge which included a brilliant visit to 

Holy Trinity church, Adventure and outdoors challenge. 
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The big County camp, GET IN, was held at Bramcote and we had a group go as day visitors.  They had an 

amazing day and did lots of activities including drumming, Egypt necklaces, made space ships, made an oven 

and baked cakes in it on an open fire, met lots of wild creatures, fencing and something very new for me, we 

at actually went to the moon! This was in a blow-up auditorium where we all crowded in and went on a roller 

coaster, visiting all the planets then touched down on the moon with Neil Armstrong! Brilliant, but hot day was 

had by all.  

We are finishing our quarter by going Canoeing at 5 Ways.  This is a brilliant location and an ideal spot for 

Beavers to get used to Canoeing in a safe area. 

Now summer is here please make sure your child is wearing a hat when coming to Beavers, instead of full 

uniform they can now wear shorts, beaver t-shirt or group t-shirt. These can be purchased from the group ask 

a leader they cost £5.00. Trainers are ok but they will need their Necker‟s. 

Hope you all have a wonderful summer. 

 

Keeo, Tigga, Eeyore, Piglet, Badger, Ringtail, Chip and Chatter 

 

ROWALLAN PACK (MONDAY CUBS) 

 

This quarter we have completed our scientist badge - made a hot air balloon which was better indoors than 

out.  

We Invested George and also recently welcomed - Kian and Jack, both new to Scouting. 

We spent quite a few weeks on the Carnival preparation - jellyfish and masks for our costumes also identified 

60 deadly creatures in preparation for all those colouring  pages.  

We have practiced some Backwoods cooking - BBQ sausages and made delicious fruit smoothies.  

Ella found an Isla stone and encouraged us all to join the campaign to cheer this little poorly girl up. The Cubs 

painted their very own to hide over the next few weeks, so please keep a look out for them.  

Cubs held a pack forum which has given us some inspirational program ideas.  

Well done to the recently appointed Sixer's, Rogan and Matthew. Cub of the year was awarded to Rogan for 

her improved personal skills, attendance at events/camps and her sheer enthusiasm for Cubs.  

At Get In camp 4 Cubs joined over 40000 in this super event full of new activities to try. Having brought some 

back from the water zone, we've had even more fun keeping cool in the warm weather.  

Looking forward to..... hike, pond dipping, working on our cyclist badge, kayaking, climbing wall practice, more 

Backwoods cooking and possibly tomahawk   Throwing - don't worry it's perfectly safe! 

  

.Akela, Ella, Tim, Chil and Sam 

WALSH PACK (THURSDAY CUBS) 

 

Firstly a big Bravo to Daniel who is our Cub of the Year. This was followed on our pack night by Red six being 

awarded Six of the Year. However, All our Cubs are winners in many different ways.  

We have Welcomed Charlie, Reece, Isaac and Joshua into our pack and they seem to have settled in quite 

nicely.  
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We have been looking at the environment and how we can look after our world as part of the environmental 

conservation badge. We discussed renewable energy, plastic in the oceans and recyclable rubbish. As part of 

the Global issues badge we discussed Mental Health, Homelessness due to disaster and everyday objects 

from a foreign countries.  

We have made some nest boxes as part of our DIY badge, lots of hard work from the Cubs meant that all 

went home with completed boxes. We have covered our Chef and Homehelp badges. For the Chef badge the 

Cubs made a pasta bake which was eaten surprisingly quickly. During half term we had a cinema night and 

watched the new version of The Jungle Book, followed the next week by soft archery. We had several 

members go to Get In and seemed like they had a really good time. We took 6 members of our pack who had 

a fantastic time and have asked when they can go again.  

The Carnival came round very quickly and again several of the Walsh Pack Cubs took part, from Bears to 

Snakes everyone had a costume. Well done to everyone 

Akela and the Walsh pack team. 

 

 

SOMERS PACK (FRIDAY CUBS) 

 

We now have a new recruit to help out on Friday night, Paul Buxton better known as Nag 

 

Our Cubs had a great weekend at Get In so much to do  

 

We have got off to a busy start this term 

We have had discussions on different faiths and shown them some of the Holy Books. 

We have visited the church and were told about its history by the Church Wardens. The highlight 

being the Cubs got to ring the Church bells. 

 

Local history of Nuneaton and its Famous people this included a walk around Attleborough to point 

out places of interest. 

 

For homework we asked the Cubs to find information about a famous person from the area. Didn’t 

realise there were so many - Larry Grayson, Dean Richards, George Eliot, Mary Whitehouse, Laura 

Bassett. 

 

We had a very interesting talk from Ella Bucknall on what it was like living and growing up in 

Nuneaton. Ella bought in old photos and old money to show the cubs 
 

Somers Pack Leaders 

 

TUESDAY SCOUTS 

Here we are again writing another quarters newsletter pack filled with fun and excitement from the troop.  

We started the quarter with another from our series of challenges. This time the 

Troop had to build a circle out of Pringles. The Troop was split into teams of 3, in 

the end all teams managed to complete the challenge and maybe eat a few along 

the way.  
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As it is summer time traditionally we let the Scouts loose 

building fires and cooking food on them, this year was no 

exception. Before they were let free they had to complete a re-

fresher course on the correct uses of axes and saws. At the end 

of the course they were all presented with a certification of 

completion. This doesn‟t however stop us from having to remind 

them the correct procedures each time we get the axes and 

saws out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You would have seen I am sure that the Group once again entered Nuneaton Carnival this year and the Troop 

did it‟s bit both before and after the Carnival to help. The Troop helped paint the scenery used on the float, as 

well as themselves – “Sorry yet again parents” and then helped to re-cycle the scenery afterwards on their 

fires also cooking burgers.  

Ahead of the fantastic Get-In County camp, when 12 members of the Troop attended, we had some much-

needed practice in tent pitching. Yet again this is another activity you would think we had never done!!!  

The last challenge of the quarter saw the Scouts building a contraption which when 

dropped from 10 feet had to support an egg leaving it intact. Out of the 4 eggs only 1 

survived.  

 

 

 

The Troop welcomed Noah, Leon, Alex and Kenzo this quarter however sadly it also said goodbye to Robbie 

and Jack, we wish them all the best for the future.  

Tuesday Scouts Leaders 

WEDNESDAY SCOUTS 

 

This has been a very interesting quarter for the scouts. As the weather has become steadily warmer and the 

possibility of venturing outside has increased. Fires have been built and cooked upon, tents have been put up 

and sports have been competed in.  

The Scouts moved into April by leading some games for the other Scouts, demonstrating their leadership 

skills and moving towards their challenge badges. They then practiced some vital Scout skills including, knot 

tying, tent pitching and putting it all together to create a camp gadget. There were some washing lines draped 

SCOUTS Axe and Saw Certificate 

 

This certificate must be re-endorsed every 

six months. 

It may be revoked at any time, if the holder 

fails to observe the correct procedures and 

rules whilst using an axe or saw.  At which 

time the holder must retake the full test for 

this certificate. 

The holder of this certificate must seek the 

permission of the Scout Leader in charge (or 

their authorised deputy) before using an axe 

and/or saw at any Scout event or activity. 

Under no circumstances may the holder of 

this certificate, allow a fellow Scout who 

has not passed the test for this certificate to 

use or handle an axe or saw in his or her 

possession. 
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around outside, as well as tripod washing up bowls and drying racks. Many of which seemed to work quite 

well. These are essential skills to have mastered for consideration for future Scout camps.  

Heading into May, the Scouts took part in a trading post. Completing tasks and challenges to win tokens. 

Putting up a tent with no assistance seemed, which a few of the Scouts achieved. They were tested on their 

knowledge of the Scout law and promise, as well as the correct way to set up a camp. The Scouts started 

their athletics badge by demonstrating how to complete a warm up before sport. This then led to an inter 

patrol competition, a „mini Olympics‟ involving hurdles, relays and team ball games. That night ended with 

many tired scouts playing a game of sleeping dogs. Cobra won the inter patrol competition for this quarter.  

Towards the end of June the Scouts did some backwoods cooking, using a limited amount of utensil. They 

made dough balls, stir fry and even cooked an egg in an orange peel. Some of the Scouts appeared to enjoy 

this new way of cooking.  

We hope to have more fun learning new things next quarter!  

Wednesday Scout Leaders 

. 
EXPLORERS 

Greetings from the Explorer Unit. This has been a very mixed quarter where a lot of what was planned got 

changed at the last minute. However, it has still been very busy. We started the quarter planning and running 

a wide game for the Scout Troop while Skip and family were away on holiday. There was a lot of running 

around the woods by Oak Wood School trying to find the Explorers with the correct equipment to put together 

a letter and post it. This was followed by a game of Capture the Flag on the football pitch. We had a visit from 

Guide Dogs for the Blind who came and explained all about how the Guide Dogs are trained right from 

puppies. Steve brought a German Shepherd puppy who wouldn‟t shut up and his colleagues brought a retired 

Guide Dog who just looked at the German Shepherd as if to say, „what is all the fuss about?‟  

The following week we attempted to continue on the disability theme of blindness by trying to pitch tents whilst 

blindfolded. This meant that one person in each team was sighted and had to issue instructions to the rest of 

the team who were blindfolded. Either the sighted people weren‟t very good at issuing instructions or the rest 

of the team weren‟t listening, but they ended up doing it without the blindfolds. Never mind, the activity served 

a second purpose where we found two good tents for the Explorers to use at Get In.  

We had five unit members attend Get In camp and everyone had a great time. I am sure that there will be 

more reports about the camp elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Three of our meetings were spent assisting Darren in constructing the scenery for the Carnival Float. Paint 

and sawdust went everywhere including on uniforms – oops! Special mention must go to Caitlin for her artistic 

prowess in drawing the large animals that were on the poles.  

Our recent meetings have been focussed on Map Reading as the Unit will be going on a day trip to the 

Malvern Hills in the near future to put their new-found knowledge to the test under supervision prior to 

arranging and completing their own expeditions.  

Rebecca and Ewan are continuing their preparations and fund-raising efforts towards their Jamboree trip next 

year so please support them in any way you can.  

Finally, congratulations to Ewan and Ben for their awards at the recent AGM. Ewan for best Explorer and Ben 

for best Young Leader.  
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We wish you all a great summer and if you know when you are going away can you please let me know so 

that I can record it on the register. It helps with planning programmes too.  

 

The Explorer Unit 

 


